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Detailed instructions can be found inside this booklet. 

Claim Your Purchase*
Go to: https://electricquilt.com/claim-blockbaseplus 
Complete the checkout process to access the download.

Download the File
Save the file to your computer. By default, most files will 
download into your Downloads folder. 

Install the Software
Double-click the file to start the installation. Follow the 
prompts to complete the installation. 

Activate
This final process tells EQ’s server to activate (or turn on) 
BlockBase+ on your computer. 

1

2

3

4

BlockBase+ License ID and License Password

QUICK START GUIDE

*This booklet comes with any physical copy (retail box) of BlockBase+. Customers who 
purchased the download directly from ElectricQuilt.com can skip page 4. The “Claim” 
process is only relevant to customers who purchased a physical copy of BlockBase+.

See page 8 to locate your License ID and License Password.
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Thank you!
Thank you for your purchase of the BlockBase+ software. This guide 
offers step-by-step instructions for downloading and installing your 
purchase. 

How This Works
The License ID and License Password found on the front of this booklet 
will allow you to download the software from the EQ website. Once 
your license has been verified on our server, you will complete the 
checkout process as if you are purchasing the product for the first time. 

Since you’ve already purchased BlockBase+, your cost during checkout 
will be $0.00. Completing the checkout process adds your BlockBase+ 
download and license information to your ElectricQuilt.com account so 
you can access it in the future.

During the checkout process, you will be asked to create an account,  
if you do not already have one. Record your account credentials here: 

My ElectricQuilt.com Account

Email address: 

Password:  

(When creating your account, do not use the BlockBase+ License Password listed on  
the front of this booklet. The password above is for your EQ website account only.  
It should be something you can remember.)
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STEP 1: CLAIM YOUR PURCHASE
Follow these instructions to claim your BlockBase+ download. Since 
you have already purchased BlockBase+, your cost during checkout 
will be $0.00. Completing the checkout process adds your BlockBase+ 
download and license information to your ElectricQuilt.com account 
so you can access it in the future. If you do not already have an 
account on our website, you will be prompted to create one during the 
checkout process.   

1.  Go to https://electricquilt.com/claim-blockbaseplus

2.   Enter the License ID and License Password found on the front 
of this booklet.

3.   Click Verify My License.

4.   Once your license is verified, click Add to Cart. The BlockBase+ 
software will appear in the Cart with a price of $0.00.

Step 2

Step 3

5.   Click Proceed to Checkout and complete the checkout process.

Follow the prompts to create an account if you don’t have one already. 
When the checkout is complete, you will see a thank you page and 
receive a confirmation email. 

*Customers who purchased the download directly from ElectricQuilt.com can skip page 4. The 
“Claim” process is only relevant to customers who purchased a physical copy of BlockBase+.
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STEP 2: DOWNLOAD THE FILE

How do I find my download?
After you click the Download button, your browser may ask to save 
the file. If given the option, save the file in an easy-to-find place. 
If not asked where to save, the file should automatically save into 
your Downloads folder. Wait for your download to complete before 
moving on to the next step. 

Every browser handles downloads differently. Refer to the diagrams 
below to know how to access your file. 

Do I have to download the file right away? 
No, you do not. Once you’ve completed the checkout (step 1),  
your download will always be stored in your ElectricQuilt.com  
account. When you’re ready to download, log into your account and 
click on My Downloads.

Browser: 
Google Chrome

Browser: 
Mozilla Firefox

Browser: 
Internet Explorer / Microsoft Edge

Browser: 
Safari

Once the checkout process is 
complete, you will see Download 
buttons above your License ID  
and License Password on the 
confirmation page, as well 
as in your email receipt. Click 
the Download button for the 
appropriate operating system.
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STEP 3: INSTALL THE SOFTWARE
It’s time to install your BlockBase+ software! Follow the instructions 
appropriate for your computer platform (Windows or Mac). Be sure 
you have completed steps 1 and 2 on the previous pages fi rst.  

 Windows® - BlockBase_Plus_Setup.exe
1.  Find the BlockBase_Plus_Setup.exe fi le in your Downloads 

folder. (Or wherever you saved it when you downloaded the fi le 
on page 5.) 

2.  Double-click the BlockBase_Plus_Setup.exe fi le to start the 
installation. 

3.  Follow the prompts through the installation.

4.  When the installation is fi nished, you may be asked to Activate 
your software. Read more about Activation on page 7.  

 Mac® - BlockBase_Plus_Setup.pkg
1.  Find the BlockBase_Plus_Setup.pkg fi le in your Downloads 

folder. (Or wherever you saved it when you downloaded the fi le 
on page 5.)

2.  Double-click the BlockBase_Plus_Setup.pkg fi le to start the 
installation. 

3.  Follow the prompts through the installation.

4.  When the installation is fi nished, fi nd the BlockBase+ icon in 
Launch Pad or in your Applications folder. Double-click to start 
BlockBase+. You will be asked to Activate your software. Read 
more about Activation on page 7. 
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STEP 4: ACTIVATE 
Although your BlockBase+ may be installed, it’s not “turned on” until 
it completes the activation process. Activation sends a signal to EQ’s 
server to verify that the software is licensed to you and that it has not 
been shared or stolen.  

Windows® users: If your computer is connected to the internet during 
installation, you may not even realize that your BlockBase+ was activated. 
Activation happens silently behind the scenes for most Windows® users. 
If you are able to open and use the BlockBase+ software, then you are 
successfully activated. If you attempt to open BlockBase+ and you see the 
Activation screen, then activation did not happen during installation.

1.  Double-click the BlockBase+ icon to open the software. 

2.  Enter your License ID and License Password (found on the front 
of this booklet). Click Activate to activate the software. 

3.  Click Finish to open BlockBase+. 

If you receive an error code, check your internet connection and 
firewall/anti-virus protection and try again. Activation may have been 
blocked for a few reasons.

•  Error 5008: You did not type the License ID and License 
Password correctly.

•  Could not communicate with server: You are not connected 
to the internet, or you have a firewall or anti-virus blocking the 
signal to EQ’s server.

Contact Tech Support if you continue to have issues activating. See 
the back cover of this booklet for contact info.
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YOUR LICENSE ID AND LICENSE PASSWORD
Your License ID and License Password are located on the front of 
this booklet. After you complete the steps for claiming your purchase 
(page 4), your License ID and License Password will be added to your 
EQ account. Don’t worry if you lose this booklet. As long as you have 
completed those steps, you will always be able to access your license 
information. 

To find your License ID and License Password:

1.  Go to ElectricQuilt.com. 

2.  Log into your account.

3.  Choose My Downloads and locate your BlockBase+ download. 
Your License ID and License Password will be listed with your 
download. You can also find your License ID and License 
Password in your original email receipt. 

DEACTIVATION AND VALIDATION
You will need to deactivate your BlockBase+ software in the following 
cases: 

• You are getting rid of an old computer.

• You want to use BlockBase+ on more than 2 computers.

To Deactivate BlockBase+
When uninstalling, deactivation should happen automatically as long 
as your computer is connected to the internet. Otherwise, you can 
deactivate manually by following these steps:

1.  Open BlockBase+. 

2.  On the top menu, click File > Deactivate BlockBase+ (On Mac, 
choose BlockBase Plus > Deactivate BlockBase+).

3.  Click Yes to the “Continue?” prompt. BlockBase+ will deactivate 
and close.
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On how many computers can I have BlockBase+ 
installed at a time?
You can have BlockBase+ installed on as many of your household 
computers as you wish, however only 2 computers can be active at 
a time. If you want to use BlockBase+ on a 3rd computer, you must 
deactivate one of the computers (following the steps on page 8) 
before activating the 3rd computer. 

Please note: You do NOT need to uninstall BlockBase+ unless you no 
longer plan to use it on that computer.

What is Validation?
Now that you’ve activated BlockBase+, your computer can be 
disconnected from the internet, if you prefer. 

Validation is required every 60 days. Validation is a signal that gets 
sent from your BlockBase+ to our server letting us know that you 
are using a valid license. If your computer is disconnected from the 
internet for an extended period of time, you will receive a warning 
message letting you know you have XX days left to validate your 
software. 

If you receive this message, simply connect your computer to the 
internet, then open your BlockBase+ software. 

If you are disconnected from the internet for longer than 60 days, 
BlockBase+ will require that you re-activate the software. Follow the 
steps on page 7 to activate.  

Computer 1 activated Computer 2 deactivated Computer 3 activated
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UNINSTALL THE SOFTWARE
If your computer is connected to the internet, BlockBase+ will 
automatically be deactivated when uninstalling. If it is not connected 
to the internet, you must connect to the internet, then deactivate 
BlockBase+ before uninstalling. See page 8. 

 Uninstalling on Windows®

1.  Click the Windows icon in the bottom-left corner. 

2.  Click Settings (gear icon), then choose Apps. 

3.  Click Apps & Features.

4.  Find and select BlockBase Plus from the list. 

5.  Click the Uninstall button. Follow the prompts to uninstall.

 Uninstalling on Mac®

Option 1:

1.  Open Finder and click on Applications.

2.  Locate the BlockBase Plus app and drag it to the Trash in your 
dock.

Option 2: 

1.  Open Finder and click on Applications.

2.  Locate the Uninstall BlockBase Plus app.

3.  Double-click to start the uninstall.

4.  Click Yes to the prompt.

5.  Click Close to fi nish.



USING THE SOFTWARE
Now that you have the software installed, it’s time to learn your way 
around this fun block printing tool! 

When you launch BlockBase+ you’ll see a welcome screen with 
information to help you get started. Read through these tips on the 
screen to get comfortable with your new software.

The Getting Started with BlockBase+ tour appears when you open the software.

The following pages in this booklet are also a great resource for 
learning the software. If you need more help, check out articles, 
lessons, and videos on our Support site. You can find our contact info 
on the back cover.

Where did all these blocks come from?

The BlockBase+ software is the digital 
version of Barbara Brackman’s book, 
Encyclopedia of Pieced Quilt Patterns. 
The third edition of this classic quilter’s 
resource was published by The Electric 
Quilt Company.

Find out more at www.ElectricQuilt.com
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WORKSPACE DIAGRAM
Browse for blocks, find the historical information, and print the 
patterns! Here’s a quick guide to using the software.

*Use the Navigation buttons to select the view. There are three views 
available: Library, Search, and Favorites. The Library view is shown.

For more info on the Search view, see pages 16-17.  
For more info on the Favorites view, see page 18.

Notecard panel,
see p. 15

Scrollbar for 
Navigation panel

Block viewer, see p. 14

1
Browse through 
the categories 
in the Library 
panel. Click on a 
Subcategory to 
view the blocks.

Selected 
Subcategory

Navigation
buttons*

Block toolbar
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Preferences, 
see p. 15

HelpDisplay toolbar, see p. 14

Scrollbar to view 
Notecard panel 

information

Block viewer 
scrollbar

Click on a block 
to select it.2

3
Read the Notecard panel to find out 
more about the selected block. Click on 
a Published Name to see the Reference 
info at the right.

4

Choose an option in the 
Block toolbar. Ready to 
start sewing? Click Print 
and choose an option 
from the menu.
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NAVIGATING THE WORKSPACE
The workspace is made up of three main areas: the Navigation panel, 
the Block viewer, and the Notecard panel.

Navigation Panel
Use the panel on the left 
of the screen to navigate 
among the Library, Search, 
and Favorites views. When 
Library is selected, you’ll 
see 25 categories listed. 
Use the vertical scrollbar 
to the right of the panel to 
view all the listings. 

Turn block seam 
lines on and off.

Display the blocks as line 
drawings, grayscale, or color.

Change how large the 
blocks display in the viewer.

The number of blocks in the selected subcategory is shown in 
parenthesis at the top of the Block viewer. Use the vertical scrollbar to 
the right of the Block viewer to see all the blocks.

A Click the arrow next to a category to view the subcategories.  
 Click the arrow again to hide the subcategories.

B Click on a subcategory to view the blocks.

C To change the size of this panel, hover your mouse over the right  
 edge of the panel and drag left or right.

Block Viewer
The Block viewer is where the blocks appear in the Library and when 
there are blocks in the Search and Favorites views. You can change 
how the blocks display in the viewer using the options available in the 
Display toolbar (shown below).

A

B C
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Notecard Panel
The Notecard panel appears below the Block toolbar. Select a block 
and you’ll see information specifi c to the selected block.

•  Brackman ID: Each block has its own special ID number. These 
numbers were assigned by Barbara Brackman as she catalogued 
each block for her book, Encyclopedia of Pieced Quilt Patterns. 

•  Default Block Size: The size the block was originally drawn.

•  Category: The blocks are divided into 25 categories with similar 
characteristics.

•  Subcategory: Each category is divided into smaller subcategories.

•  Characteristics: Description of the common traits of the blocks in 
the selected category.

•  Published Names: The name(s) the block was published under.

•  References: The source information for the publication of the 
selected name.

PREFERENCES
In the Preferences window, you can adjust Display settings, Printer 
Fonts, and Units of Measurement. You can also Restore BlockBase+ 
to the default settings in the Preferences. Click the Preferences
button (gear icon) in the upper-right corner of the screen to view the 
Preferences window. You can also access Preferences from the top 
menu.

Click on a listing under Published Names to 
see the Reference info appear at the right.

Hover your mouse over the top 
edge of the Block toolbar and 

drag to make the Notecard 
panel larger or smaller.

Block toolbar

Notecard 
panel
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SEARCHING FOR BLOCKS
To search for blocks, click the Search button at the top of the 
Navigation panel. Then click on one of the search options available. 
Read more about each option below.

Published Name
Use this option to search for a block 
based on a name or keyword. For 
example, if you’re looking for the 
Bear’s Paw block, type bear in the 
field and click the Search button. 

You can also scroll through the 
published names list. Click on a 
name in the list to see the block in 
the Search Results.

If you know the Brackman ID number of the block you are looking for, 
enter the ID number in the search field and click the Search button.

Brackman’s numbering system has become the standard for block 
identification, used regularly by state quilt research projects. If you see “No 
search results for...” in the Block viewer after searching, it may mean there is 
no block assigned to the ID number, or you have not typed the full number. A 
few similar blocks have decimal points or letters after the number.

Brackman ID
Each block has its own 
special ID number. These 
numbers were assigned 
by Barbara Brackman 
as she catalogued each 
block for her book, 
Encyclopedia of Pieced 
Quilt Patterns. 

Block 2465

Here are a few of the 
blocks you’ll find when 
searching for bear. 
Left to right:
939.2 (Polar Bear),
1354 (Bear’s Paw),
1734 (Bear Tracks),
1885 (Bear’s Paw)
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If you do not find the block you’re looking for, it may be because the block was 
designed after 1970. BlockBase+ is a historical block index, with the majority 
of the blocks designed before 1970.

After her extensive research, Barbara Brackman notes in her book:
•  Not every pattern has a name.
•  There is no “correct” name for any design.
•  Pattern names, like all vocabulary, change over time.

Category
The Category search allows you 
to search for blocks based on 
specific categories, like Construction 
Method, Time Period, or Theme. 
Check the box(es) for the categories 
you’re looking for, then click the 
Search button.

Source
A block’s source is where it was 
first published. Click on a Source 
in the list to see all the blocks from 
that source.

Did you find a block that you love while searching and want to save it for 
later? Add it to your Favorites! See page 18 for more info.

A few of the blocks you’ll 
find when searching 
for Foundation Paper 
Piecing and Pinwheels.
Left to right:
1192.5, 1267, 1268, 
1341

Nancy Cabot is the source for over 700 blocks! 
Left to right: 4085, 1155, 690
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FAVORITES
You can add blocks to the Favorites view so they are easier to find. 
Blocks can be added to Favorites from the Library or Search views.

A heart icon will appear in 
the corner of the block to 
indicate it is in Favorites.

To Add a Block to Favorites:
1.  Click on the block to select it.

2.  Click Add to Favorites in the Block 
toolbar. 

To View Your Favorites:
Click the Favorites button at the 
top of the Navigation panel.

Blocks that are marked as 
favorites will appear in the Block 
viewer.

To Remove a Block from Favorites:
You can remove a block from Favorites from all three views (Library, 
Search, or Favorites).

1.  Click on the block to select it.

2.  Click Remove from Favorites in the  
Block toolbar. The heart icon will  
disappear from the corner of the block.

VIEW IN LIBRARY
The View in Library button is available in the Search and Favorites 
views. It’s a great way to find more blocks similar to the selected block.

After selecting a block in one of 
these views, click the View in 
Library button to switch to the 
Library view, with the Category 
of the selected block shown.
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PRINTING OVERVIEW
There are lots of exciting print features available in BlockBase+! We’ll 
provide a brief overview of the print options in this guide. You can 
find more detailed information on our Support site, or by clicking the 
Help button available in each print dialog. Below are a few important 
printing features to note.

A Finished Block Size
All sizes listed in BlockBase+ are 
finished sizes. This is the size 
of the block after all the seams 
have been sewn. The default size 
listed in the Notecard panel and 
in the print dialogs is the size the 
block was originally drawn. You 
do not have to print the block at 
the default size! Seam allowance 
is added for you, where 
appropriate, in the printouts.

A

B

C

Print dialog

Special note: Blocks in categories 1, 2, 3 and 24 are provided for block 
identification purposes and to precisely parallel the Encyclopedia of Pieced 
Quilt Patterns book. Any printouts from these categories may not give 
expected results.

B Seam Allowance
Standard quarter-inch (0.25") seam allowance is the default for all 
printouts. If you would like to change the seam allowance (or turn the 
seam allowance off), you can find this option in each Print dialog.

C Mirroring
The mirroring option is available for Templates and Foundation 
Patterns. For Templates, mirroring is OFF by default. You can turn it on 
if your sewing or tracing technique (such as fusible appliqué) requires 
the mirror image of your templates.

For Foundation Patterns, mirroring is ON by default so that your 
finished block is oriented as expected (assuming you use the 
foundation paper piecing technique which stitches the fabric to the 
opposite side of the printed pattern).
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Rotary Cutting Chart
Prints the rotary cutting chart with  
diagrams. Choose the number of blocks 
and Width of Fabric (WOF).
*See note below.

HOW TO PRINT
The Print feature is available in all three views.

1.  Click on a block to select it.

2.  Click Print in the Block toolbar.

3.  Choose the type of printout you’d like from the 
menu.

Sample printouts are shown below.

Block
Prints a picture of the block. Choose the 
coloring and line style.

Foundation Pattern
Prints the foundation (paper piecing) 
sections for the block.
*Not applicable for all blocks.

Templates
Prints all or unique templates for the 
block, with or without seam allowance.

You may find the cutting dimensions more rotary-cutter friendly if you use the 
Default size, or a multiple of the default size. For more information on rotary 
cutting charts and rounding, visit the Support site.
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PRINT PREVIEW
You can customize your printouts on the Print Preview screen. For 
Templates and Foundation Patterns, you can move, rotate, delete, and 
copy/paste templates or foundation sections.

It is strongly recommended that you preview before printing by clicking the 
Preview button available in each print dialog. Please be aware that the 
printouts will be of higher quality and color than the on-screen previews.

1" Scale Square
To ensure your printer is accurately producing your templates and 
foundations, you can add a 1" scale square to your printouts on the 
Print Preview screen. 

Save as PDF
You can save PDF fi les of the BlockBase+ printouts using the option 
available in the Print Preview. By default, PDF fi les are saved to this 
directory on your computer: Documents > My BlockBase Plus > PDFs.

Print Preview Toolbar
Options for customizing and viewing the printouts are available on the 
Print Preview toolbar. See the Support site for detailed info.

Print Preview



22   BLOCKBASE+

EXPORTING
Use the Export feature to create JPG, PNG, or SVG files of the selected 
block. JPGs and PNGs are common image file types that can be used 
as graphics for various uses. SVGs are vector files that can be used 
with third-party software like fabric cutters, embroidery machines, or 
any other device that accepts the SVG file format.

The Export feature is available in all three views.

1.  Click on a block to select it.

2.  Click Export in the Block toolbar.

3.  Choose the file type you’d like to export from 
the menu.

For JPG and PNG files

4.  Adjust the settings in the dialog for the block size and resolution. 
You can also choose to turn the patch lines on/off, and the 
quality of the image (JPG only).

For SVG files

4.  Adjust the settings in the dialog for the block size, and 
resolution. Then choose if you’d like to export the Block image or 
the Block templates.

For more details about any of these export settings, click the Help button 
available in each dialog.

5.  Click the Export button.

6.  The Save As window will appear. By default, the file will be 
named the Brackman ID number and save to the Documents >  
My BlockBase Plus > Images folder. You can change these 
default names if you like.

7.  Click the Save button.

Blocks: 1226, 929, 3815, 2712, and 1535
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ZOOM
The Zoom feature allows you to see a larger picture of the selected 
block. It is available in all three views. 

1.  Click on a block to select it.

2.  Click Zoom in the Block toolbar.

3.  When you are done viewing the larger block, click the X in the 
upper-right corner of the window. (For Mac, click the red close 
button in the upper-left corner.)

Step 3

QUILT LAYOUT
Preview blocks in a variety of  
pre-set layouts with the Quilt 
Layout feature.

1.  Click on a block to select it.

2.  Click Quilt Layout in the 
Block toolbar.

3.  In the window that 
appears, click the arrows to 
scroll through the layouts.

4.  Click the X in the upper-
right corner of the window 
to close it. (For Mac, click 
the red close button in the 
upper-left corner.)

*Layouts provided for inspiration only.
Two quilt layouts 
using block 2119



HELP
BlockBase+ is packed with online resources for learning your software. 
To access these resources, click the Help option on the top menu. 

A Online Support Articles
Use the search feature on the EQ 
Support site to fi nd the answers 
you’re looking for. 

B Using with EQ Software
Do you also own EQ quilt design 
software? Learn how to link 
BlockBase+ with EQ and use the 
blocks in your quilt designs. 

C On-Screen Help
You will fi nd a Help button in most windows in the software. Click the 
Help button to visit the Support article for the feature you are using.

CONTACT ELECTRIC QUILT
Can’t fi nd the answers you need? Contact the EQ Tech Support 
team via live chat, email, or phone. Emails are answered within 1-2 
business days, and live chats and phone calls can be taken during 
business hours (Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:30pm ET). 

•  Find answers on our Support site: Support.ElectricQuilt.com 

•  Contact by email: TechSupport@ElectricQuilt.com

•  Live chat with EQ: ElectricQuilt.com

•  Get help by phone: 1-419-352-1134

Follow us on social media!The Electric Quilt Company
500 Lehman Ave.
Bowling Green, OH 43402

A

B

C


